TEXAS FAIR DEFENSE ACT 

APPLICATION FOR COURT APPOINTMENTS IN DALLAS COUNTY DISTRICT COURTS

TRIAL AND PROBATION REVOCATION APPOINTMENTS

HAND DELIVER ORIGINAL APPLICATION TO THE COURT MANAGER’S OFFICE
DO NOT USE THE BACK OF PAGES 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE.  INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED
LAST NAME:______________________FIRST:__________________BAR NUMBER:________________________

MAILING ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________________________________

PREFERRED TELEPHONE NUMBER:  _________________________________________________________________

FAX:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS OF PRINCIPAL OFFICE:*  

______________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS OF RESIDENCE:*  

______________________________________________________________________________________________
LIST ALL COUNTIES IN WHICH YOU HAVE AN OFFICE: _______________________________________________
*YOU MUST MAINTAIN A PRINCIPAL OFFICE IN DALLAS COUNTY OR BE A DALLAS COUNTY RESIDENT TO QUALIFY FOR COURT APPOINTMENTS. PLEASE ATTACH DOCUMENTATION DEMONSTRATING A PRINCIPAL OFFICE LOCATION OR RESIDENCE IN DALLAS COUNTY. SEE SECTION 3.2 OF THE DALLAS COUNTY CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT INDIGENT DEFENSE PLAN FOR THE DEFINITION OF “PRINCIPAL OFFICE.”
I AM APPLYING TO BE CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE FOLLOWING:

· 1ST DEGREE AND NON-DEATH PENALTY FELONIES

· 2ND DEGREE FELONIES

· 3RD DEGREE FELONIES 

· STATE JAIL FELONIES AND PROBATION VIOLATIONS

COURTS FROM WHICH YOU DO NOT WANT TO RECEIVE APPOINTMENTS: ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

LAW SCHOOL(S) ATTENDED & YEAR OF GRADUATION:__________________________________________________

YEAR ADMITTED TO STATE BAR OF TEXAS:__________  
OTHER JURISDICTIONS IN WHICH YOU ARE ADMITTED TO PRACTICE: ____________________________________
WORK HISTORY SINCE LAW SCHOOL AND REASON FOR LEAVING EACH EMPLOYER:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
YEARS OF CRIMINAL PRACTICE:______________  PERCENT OF PRACTICE THAT IS CRIMINAL:___________%

I PRACTICE IN OTHER COUNTIES_________% OF THE TIME. WHICH ONES?________________________________

COUNTIES IN WHICH YOU ARE ON A CRIMINAL APPOINTMENT LIST: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

LIST ALL LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH IN WHICH YOU ARE FLUENT: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________
LIST EXPERIENCE WITHIN THE LAST TEN YEARS.
APPROXIMATE NUMBER FELONY JURY TRIALS, FIRST CHAIR:  __________.  LIST UP TO 12.  ADD SHEET IF NECESSARY. Note: multiple cause numbers/defendants tried in the same proceeding count as only ONE trial. 

STYLE



CAUSE #


CHARGE

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

11. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. _______________________________________________________________________________________________
APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF FELONY JURY TRIALS AS SECOND CHAIR: ____________________.  LIST UP TO 12.  ADD SHEET IF NECESSARY.  ATTACH SECOND CHAIR VERIFICATION FORMS VERIFYING YOUR PARTICIPATION AS SECOND CHAIR.
STYLE



CAUSE #


CHARGE
1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

11. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. _______________________________________________________________________________________________
APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF FELONY TRIALS BEFORE THE COURT AS LEAD COUNSEL:  _____________________
LIST UP TO 12.  ADD SHEET IF NECESSARY. 
STYLE



CAUSE #


CHARGE
1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

11. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

IF CLAIMING POINTS FOR APPEALS:  STATE APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF STATE COURT APPEALS WITHIN LAST 10 YEARS: ____________________.  LIST UP TO 12.  ADD SHEET IF NECESSARY.  

STYLE



APPELLATE COURT CAUSE #


OFFENSE

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

11. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. _______________________________________________________________________________________________
APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF MISDEMEANOR JURY TRIALS:  _____________________________.

Please indicate your experience and total points in each category below.  Experience must come within the preceding ten [10] years.  You must have points in three of the first six categories in order to be qualified, unless you have sufficient points in categories 1 and 5.  Your total points, along with the number of years you have been licensed to practice in Texas will determine what level of appointment you may qualify for.   

	EXPERIENCE
	POINTS  

	1. Number of felony jury trials as lead counsel: ______________
    Two points for each trial.                                   
	

	2. Number of felony jury trials as verified second chair: ______________
    One point for each trial.
	

	3. Number of felony trials before the Court as lead counsel: _______________   

     One point for each trial.
	

	4. Number of felony appeals: ______________
    One point for each appeal.
	

	5. Hours of Continuing Legal Education in criminal law within the preceding two [2] years.      __________________  

    If 12 or more add two (2) points                                                                                           ATTACH DOCUMENTATION
	

	6. Board Certified in Criminal Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization?   _________________
     If yes, add five (5) points.
	

	7. Any appellate court finding of ineffective assistance of counsel within the last five [5] years?  _________________
    If yes, subtract five (5) points.
	

	8. Any sustained grievance by the State Bar of Texas within last five [5] years?  _________________
     If yes, subtract five (5) points.
	

	TOTAL POINTS
	 


**Unusual or exceptional experience demonstrating substantial involvement in criminal law may be substituted for trial experience.  If claiming this exception, please provide a detailed explanation of your experience as an attachment to this application. 

	Felony Level 
	Minimum Points and Years of Experience Required

	State Jail and Probation Violations
	Licensed a minimum of two [2] years AND six [6] points.

	Third Degree 
	Licensed a minimum of three [3] years AND twelve [12] points.

	Second Degree
	Licensed a minimum of four [4] years AND eighteen [18] points.

	First Degree and Non-Death Penalty Capital Felony
	Licensed a minimum of five [5] years AND twenty-five [25] points.


LIST 5 JUDGES WITH KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR ABILITY:





NAME





COURT



1. ___________________________________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________________________________
ARE YOU BOARD CERTIFIED IN CRIMINAL LAW? YES  (     NO  (
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN HELD INEFFECTIVE BY AN APPELLATE COURT?   YES  ( 
  NO   (
IF YES PROVIDE:  THE STYLE OF THE CASE, THE APPELLATE COURT CAUSE NUMBER, THE YEAR, AND

A BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
ARE YOU CURRENTLY IN GOOD STANDING WITH THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS?
 YES   (
NO  (
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN SUBJECT TO DISCIPLINARY ACTION BY THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS OR BY THE ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY AGENCY OF ANY OTHER JURISDICTION?
YES   (

NO  (
EXPLAIN:

______________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN REMOVED FROM ANY ATTORNEY APPOINTMENT LIST IN THIS OR ANY OTHER COUNTY?
YES   (

NO  (
EXPLAIN:

______________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF OR PLACED ON DEFERRED ADJUDICATION FOR ANY FELONY OR ANY MISDEMEANOR GREATER THAN A CLASS C?      YES   (
  NO  ( 

EXPLAIN: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DO YOU CURRENTLY HAVE ANY CRIMINAL CASES ABOVE THE LEVEL OF A TRAFFIC TICKET PENDING AGAINST YOU?
YES   ( 
NO   (
EXPLAIN: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have read and understand the Dallas County Criminal District Courts Indigent Defense Plan as posted on the Dallas County Criminal District Courts website (https://www.dallascounty.org/government/courts/criminal_district/) and the Texas Indigent Defense Commission website (http://tidc.tamu.edu/public.net/Reports/IDPlanNarrative.aspx). I further understand that failure to follow the rules and requirements for attorney conduct and qualifications as set forth therein shall result in either temporary or permanent removal from the appointment wheel.
I understand that the law requires that I make every reasonable effort to contact the defendant not later than the end of the first working day after the date on which I am appointed and interview the defendant as soon as practicable after I am appointed.  I will represent the defendant until charges are dismissed, the defendant is acquitted, appeals are exhausted, or until I am permitted or ordered by the Court to withdraw as counsel for the defendant.
I also understand that as an officer of the Court I will be held responsible by the Criminal District Courts for the truthfulness of the information provided in this form. Any false statement shall result in disqualification from the appointment wheel and subject the applicant to the penalties of perjury. 

Signature: _____________________________________ Date:_________________________________________

SWORN TO and SUBSCRIBED before me on ______________________________________________________

Notary Seal





_______________________________________________








Notary Public in and for Dallas County, The State of Texas 








My commission expires: _________________ 
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